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comparative philology.    See Lives by Ron-
ning  and  Wimmer   (1887),   and   study  by

R                                Johan Victor (1879-

1933) Danish explorer and ethnologist, was
born at Jacobshavn, Greenland, of Danish
and Eskimo parents. From 1902 onwards
he directed several expeditions to Greenland
in support of the theory that the Eskimos and
the North American Indians were both
descended from migratory tribes from Asia.
In 1910 he established Thule base on Cape
York, and in 1921-24 crossed from Greenland
to the Bering Strait. English translations of
his books include Greenland by the Polar Sea
(19^1), Myths and Legends from Greenland
(1921-25), and Across Arctic America (1927),

RASP AIL, Franco is Vincent, ras-pah'y* (1794-
1878), French chemist, doctor, deputy, and
advocate of universal suffrage, as a revolu-
tionist, was banished from France in 1848
but allowed to return in 1859. His carnphor-
system (1845) was a forerunner of antiseptic
surgery. See monograph by Saint-Martin
(1877).

RASPE.   See MUNCHHAUSEN.

RASPUTIN, Gregory Eiimovicfa (1871-1916),
Russian peasant monk, born at Pokrovskoye
in Tobolsk province, wielded a malign,
magnetic and mystic power over the tsarina
and others at the Russian court, causing the
dismissal of ministers, including the prime
minister Kokovtsev. He was assassinated
at the Yussupov Palace by a party of noble-
men led by the grand dtike Dimitry Pavlovich
and Prince Yusupov. See studies by M.
Rodzyanko (1927) and R. Fulop-Miller

SASSAM, Hormuzd (1826-1910), Turkish
Assyriologist, born at Mosul, the son of
Chaldaean Christians. He assisted Layard
at Nineveh in 1845-47 and 1849-51, and
succeeded him, until 1854, as British agent
for Assyrian excavations, finding the palace
of Assurbani-Pal (Sardanapalus). After
holding political offices at Aden and Muscat,
he was sent (1864) to Abyssinia, where King
Theodore cast him into prison till 1868, when
he was released by Sir Robert Napier. In
1876-82 he made explorations in Meso-
potamia for the British Museum. He wrote
on his Abyssinian experiences (1869), and
did much work for the Academy, &c.

RASTEIX, (1) John (1475-1536), English
printer, lawyer and dramatist, born in
Coventry, was called to the bar and in 1510
set up his own printing press. Married to
the sister of Sir Thomas More (q.v.), he
printed More's Life of Pico, a grammar by
Linacre, the only copy of Medwall's play
Fulgens and Lucres and many lav/ books.
Himself a dramatist, his plays, printed on his
own press, include Nature of the Four
Elements (1519), Of Gentylness and Nobylyte
. . . (c. 1527) and Calisto and Mehboea
(c. 1 527). An ingenious deviser of pageants,
he presented several of them at court. His
expedition to found a settlement in the
* New Found Lands 'in 1517 came to naught
through mutiny on his ship.

(2) William (1508-65), English printer and
lawyer, son of (1) and nephew of Sir Thomas
More (q.v.), worked until 1529 with his

father. He then set up his own printing press
and during the next rive years printed many
of More's works, Fabyan^s Chronicle, Henry
Medwall's Nature, plays by his brother-in-
law, John Heywood, as well as many law
books. Abandoning printing for law when
More fell from favour with the king, he was
by 1549 treasurer of Lincoln's Inn. His
kinship with More and his relationship
through inarriage with a daughter of More's
protege, John Clement, drove him with the
Clements into exile at Louvain. With him
went letters and other works written by
More in the Tower. These, edited and
printed by him, were to appear in More's
English Works (1557). Exiled again during
the reien of Elizabeth, he died abroad.
RATHAUS, Karol, rat'hows (1895-1954),
Polish composer who came to England in
1934 after studying in Vienna and teaching
in Berlin. He later settled in the United
States. His main works are a piano concerto,
three symphonies and string quartets.
RATHENAU, Walther, rah'f enow (1867-
1922), German electro technician and indus-
trialist, born in Berlin of Jewish family,
organized the Allgemeine Elektrizitats
Gesellschaft, founded by his father, and
German war industries during the first World
War. In 1921 as minister of reconstruction
he dealt with reparations. He wrote yon
kommenden Ding-en, &c. He was murdered
soon after becoming foreign minister. See
study by H. Graf Kessler (1928).
RATHKE, Martin Heinrich, raht'ke (1793-
I860), German biologist, born in Danzig,
became professor of Physiology at Dorpat
(1829) and Konigsberg (1835) in 1829
discovered gill-slits and gill-arches in embryo
birds and mammals. ' Rathke's pocket' is the
name given to the small pit on the dorsal
side of the oral cavity of developing verte-
brates.
RATICH, or Ratke, Wolfgang, rah'tim (1571-
1635), German educationist, born in Holstein,
based a new system of education on Bacon's
Advancement, which he put into practice at
Kolhen in 1618. A second trial at Magde-
burg in 1620 ended also in failure, and after
some years of ineffective wanderings he died
at Brfurt. Though his ideas on education
and methods of teaching were unsuccessful
and unpopular in his lifetime, they had some
influence on later reformers, especially
Comenius. See monographs by Krause
(1872), Storl (1876), Schumann (1876), Yogt
(1894); Seiler (1931); and Quick's Essays
on Educational Reformers (1868; new ed.
1890).
RATTAZZI, Urbano, rat-tat'see (1808-73),
Italian statesman, born at Alessandria,
practised as advocate at Casale, and in 1848
entered the Second Chamber at Turin,
becoming minister of the interior and later
of justice till after Novara. In 1853 he took
the portfolio of justice under Cavour; but,
accused of weakness in suppressing the
Mazzinian movement, retired in 1858. In
1859 he was minister of the interior, but
retired because of the cession of Savoy and
Nice (1860). Twice prime minister for a few
months (1862, 1867), he twice had to resign
through his opposition to Garibaldi. See